*    READING AND WRITING    *

these twenty years, though I am sure the numbers
of my people, their knowledge and their commerce,
have.

Rowland Hill: I trust your Majesty will read the evi-
dence taken by the House of Commons respecting the
revenue. Every witness says he should rejoice to engage
to pay as much postage at a penny rate as he does at the
present charges. I reckon that a six-fold increase of
letters would yield the present amount of revenue.
Many witnesses say the increase would be fifteen-fold.
The present high rates cause at least three times as many
letters to be sent illegally as are sent by post. No one
thinks it sinful to defraud the Post Office. There are
numerous smugglers in almost every town, who cany
letters and charge only a penny for each letter^ and if a
private person can carry letters for a penny with a profit,
I think a public body could do so. Moreover, there are
above one thousand nine hundred penny posts ail over
the kingdom, which carry letters sometimes as much as
thirty-eight miles and deliver them for a penny ; and
even these penny posts yield nearly fifty per cent., or a
halfpenny profit on each letter.

The Queen: That certainly proves, Mr. Hill, that all
letters, taking one with another, could be carried for a
penny, with large gain. I wish to learn, however, if this
great increase of letters takes place, what would be its
effect on the expenses of the Post Office management.

Lord Lichfield: Effect, indeed! As your Majesty ob-
serves, the mails will have to carry twelve times as much
in weight, and therefore the charge for transmission,
instead of a hundred thousand pounds, as now, must be
twelve times that amount. The walls of the Post Office
would burst, the whole area in which the building stands
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